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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . This office action is in response to the Request for Continued Examination filed on 

November 1 , 2004 regarding the amendment filed on July 22, 2004. The amendment 
filed on July 22, 2004 has been entered and made of record. Claims 1-25 are presented 
for further consideration and examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite because of the following informalities: 

• Please correct the grammatical error "pagejncluding" \w claims 1 and 13. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
(US006405192B1). 



Pages 

102(e) as being anticipated by Brown et al. 



5. WItli regard to claims t 13, 22 and 25 . Brown reference discloses, 

• fetching a current web page, the current web page including one or more //n/cs, 
each link pointing to a web page; (Brown, col.2, lines 15-17; col. 6, line 20; col.6, 
line 66 - col. 7, line 2; module 610, fig. 6; module 720, fig.7A) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 

• fetching information regarding the web page to which each link points, wherein 
the information is stored separately from the current web page; (Brown, col.2, 
lines 15-17; col.6, lines 21-27) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 

• assembling relational information based on the fetched information the relational 
information including at least one relationship between the fetched information 
and a user of the client-side computer; (Brown, col.2. lines 15-17; col.6, lines 21- 
27; col.7, lines 3-16) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
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linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. Hence, it can be interpreted that the web pages, 
which satisfy the user criteria, are related to the user through the configured 
criteria defined by the user. 

• displaying tlie current web page; and, (Brown, col.2. lines 15-17; col.6. line 20; 
col. 6, line66-col.7, line 2; module 610. fig.6; module 720. fig. 7A) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 

• displaying an informational region, in response to a cursor hovering over a 
particular link of the one or more links, the region including the information 
previously fetched regarding the web page to which the link points and the 
relational information previously assembled, (Brown, col. 9, lines 46-59) 
Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. 



6. With regard to claims 2-4, 14 and 23 , Brown reference discloses, 

• wherein displaying the informational region comprises displaying the 
informational region by the link. (Brown, col. 9, lines 46-59) 
Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 



Application/Control Number: 09/609,001 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2145 

The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. 

• wherein the method is such that a user is able to retrieve the information 
regarding the web page without selecting the link and committing to downloading 
the web page. (Brown, col.9, lines 46-59) 

Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. Furthermore, claim 3 is contradicting with the independent 
claim 1 because claim 1 calls for "fetching information regarding the web page to 
which each linl< points" and "the region including the information previously 
fetched regarding the web page to which the link points and the relational 
information previously assembled" whereas claim 3 specifies that the 
"information regarding the web page [is retrieved] without selecting the link and 
committing to downloading the web page". 

• wherein the informational region comprises a text box apparently floating near 
the link. (Brown, col.9, lines 46-59) 

Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. 



7. 



With regard to claims 5-12 , Brown reference discloses, 



Application/Control Number: 09/609.001 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2145 

• wherein the information regarding the web page includes at least one of: 
keywords of the web page; paragraph headings of the web page; links on the 
web page to other web pages. (Brown, col.2, lines 15-21; col.6, lines 20-27; 
col. 9, lines 2-11) 

Brown teaches of positive preferences (or criteria) that may relate to content, key 
words, date of creation, author, etc. The web pages associated with the links 
from the first web page are parsed for these criteria and the results are presented 
to the user. 

• wherein the information regarding the web page includes at least information 
regarding whether the link is broken. (Brown, col. 8. lines 22-37) 

• further comprising disabling the link in response to determining that the web page 
includes content that a user is not allowed to view. (Brown, col. 8, lines 48-54) 



8. With regard to claims 15-21 and 24 , Brown reference discloses, 

• wherein fetching the information regarding the web page to which each link 
points comprises retrieving the information from a server on which the 
information is stored. (Brown, col.2, lines 15-17; coL6, lines 21-27) 

Brown teaches of parsing the retrieved web page for a set of links to other web 
pages and retrieving those web pages from their respective locations. 

• wherein fetching the information regarding the web page to which each link 
points comprises retrieving the information from a local cache in which the 
information is stored. (Brown, col.1 1 , lines 45-55) 

Brown teaches of retrieving the information from the cache. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



10. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Brown 
(US0064051 92B1 ) and in view of Becker et al. (US006834372B1 ). 



1 1 . With regard to claims t 13. 22 and 25 . Brown reference discloses, 

• fetching a current web page, the current web page including one or more links, 
each link pointing to a web page; (Brown, col. 2, lines 15-17; col. 6, line 20; col.6. 
line 66 - col. 7, line 2; module 610, flg.6; module 720, fig.7A) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 

• fetching information regarding the web page to which each link points, wherein 
the information is stored separately from the current web page; (Brown, col. 2, 
lines 15-17; col.6, lines 21-27) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user. While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 
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• displaying the current web page; and, (Brown, col.2, lines 1 5-17; col.6, line 20; 
coL6, line 66 - col.7, line 2; module 610, fig.6; module 720, figJA) 

Brown teaches of retrieving a web page for presentation to a user While the 
web page is being presented, the web page is parsed for a set of links to a set of 
linked web pages based on criteria set by the user and those links are retrieved 
from their respective locations. 

• displaying an informational region, in response to a cursor hovering over a 
particular link of the one or more links, the region including the information 
previously fetched regarding the web page to which the link points and the 
relational information previously assembled, (Brown, col. 9, lines 46-59) 
Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
Information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. 

Even though Brown implies the assembling of relational information that includes a 
relationship between the fetched information and a user of the client-side as the 
Examiner explained in the 35 U.S.C. 102(e) rejection above, the Examiner will 
present another reference, Becker (US006834372B1 ), that clearly teaches 
assembling of relational information that includes a relationship between the fetched 
information and a user of the client-side. 
Becker teaches, 

• assembling relational information based on the fetched information the relational 
information including at least one relationship between the fetched information 
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and a user of the client-side computer; (Becker, col.1 . line 66 - col.2, line 20; 
col.2, lines 37-42, lines 56-67) 

Becker teaches of "presenting information representing various characteristics 
from past visits to the hyper1inl<ed web site" (col.2, lines 40-42) in response to the 
user's "placement of a cursor over a hyperlink" {co\. 2, line 3). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to combine the Becker reference with the Brown reference 
to "avoid the time consuming pitfalls of selecting certain hyperlinks" {co\.3, lines 12- 
13) (i.e. links of expired web pages or undesirable characteristics) as pointed out by 
Becker. This "ultimately helps computer users improve their time efficiency while 
utilizing the Internet" (col. 3, lines 13-15) as well as reduce the overall Internet traffic 
by avoiding undesirable links. 



12. With regard to claims 2-4, 14 and 23 . Brown and Becker references disclose the 
invention substantially as claimed, 

See claims f, 13, 22 and 25 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Brown reference discloses, 

• wherein displaying the informational region comprises displaying the 
informational region by the link. (Brown, col,9, lines 46-59) 
Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. 
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• wherein the method is such that a user is able to retrieve the information 
regarding the web page without selecting the link and committing to downloading 
the web page. (Brown, col.9, lines 46-59) 

Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
infornnation within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user. Furthermore, claim 3 is contradicting with the independent 
claim 1 because claim 1 calls for "fetching information regarding the web page to 
which each link points" and "the region including the information previously 
fetched regarding the web page to which the link points and the relational 
information previously assembled" whereas claim 3 specifies that the 
"information regarding the web page [is retrieved] without selecting the link and 
committing to downloading the web page". 

• wherein the informational region comprises a text box apparently floating near 
the link. (Brown, col.9, lines 46-59) 

Brown suggests of opening another window (pop-up) and displaying the desired 
information within the new window to the user as the pointer passes over a link. 
The desired information is related to the user through the configured criteria 
defined by the user 



13. With regard to claims 5-12 , Brown and Becker references disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed, 

See claims 1, 13, 22 and 25 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Brown reference discloses. 
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• wherein the information regarding the web page includes at least one of: 
f<eywords of the web page; paragraph headings of the web page; linf<s on the 
web page to other web pages, (Brown, col.2, lines 15-21; col.6, lines 20-27; 
col. 9, lines 2-11) 

Brown teaches of positive preferences (or criteria) that may relate to content, key 
words, date of creation, author, etc. The web pages associated with the links 
from the first web page are parsed for these criteria and the results are presented 
to the user. 

• wherein the information regarding the web page includes at least information 
regarding whether the link is broken. (Brown, col. 8, lines 22-37) 

• further comprising disabling the link in response to determining that the web page 
includes content that a user is not allowed to view. (Brown, col. 8, lines 48-54) 



14. With regard to claims 15-21 and 24 , Brown and Becker references disclose the invention 
substantially as claimed. 

See claims 1, 13, 22 and 25 rejection as detailed above. 
Furthermore, Brown reference discloses, 

• wherein fetching the information regarding the web page to which each link 
points comprises retrieving the information from a server on which the 
information is stored. (Brown, col.2, lines 15-17; col.6, lines 21-27) 
Brown teaches of parsing the retrieved web page for a set of links to other web 
pages and retrieving those web pages from their respective locations. 
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• wherein fetching the information regarding the web page to which each linf< 
points comprises retrieving the information from a local cache in which the 
information is stored. (Brown, col.1 1 , lines 45-55) 

Brown teaches of retrieving the information from the cache. 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• Nakayama et al. (US006782423B1 ) 

• Berstis(US006182122B1) 

• Horvitz (US006085226A) 

• Horvitz (US006067565A) 

• Horvitz (US0061 82 133B1) 

• Hennings et al. (US006763496B1 ) 

• Judson (US005572643A) 

16. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thomas Duong whose telephone number is 571/272-391 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30AM - 4:00PM. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Jack B Harvey can 
be reached on 571/272-3896. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding Is assigned are 703/872-9306 for regular communications and 
703/872-9306 for After Final communications. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating 
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to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist 
whose telephone number is 571/272-2100. 

Thomas Duong (AU2145) 
December 26, 2004 




